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Wilhoite
Thomas Mack Wilhoite--born in Guthrie, Ky., on 12'February
1921--enlisted in the Naval Reserve as a seaman 24 class on 16

June 1941 at Atlanta, Ga., and received his ayiation.training

indoctrination at the Naval Reserve Air Base, Atlanta, from 16

June to 1 Augustf He then reported for fiight insﬁrucfion at
the Naval Air Station (NAS), Pensacola, Fla.,-on 7 August, and
was appointed an aviation cadet the following day. Transferred
to NAS, Miami, Fla., on 15 January 1942 forxr further training,
he became a ﬁaﬁél aviatoi,on 6 February. |

Threé days later, he received promotion to ensign, and at
thé end of'Fébrﬁary reported to the Advanced Carrier Training
Group, Atlantic‘Fleet, NAS, Norfolk, Va. Thére, he joined
Fighter Squadrén.(VF) 9, then‘fitting out, and, in time, became
the assistanﬁ navigation éfficer for £hat squadron.

Opération_"Torch"——the invasion of French North Africa——éaw
VF—9'aSSigned to the carrier Ranger (CV-4). Eaéh section of.
VF~9 dfew assigned tasks on 8.November 1942, the first days of

the landings, and Wilhoite, flying a Grumman F4F-4 "Wildcat, "

togéther'wiﬁh four others, attacked the Freﬁch airdrome at Rabat-

Sale——the’headqﬁarteré of the French air forces in Morocco. He -

pressed home a determined attack, despite heavy antiaircraft fire,

‘and set three French bombers afire with his guns.



Later that day, Wilhoite flew as part of.the third flight,
‘in a second strike directed a£ the Port Lyautey airdrome, and
destroyed one fighterf—a Dewoitine 520--~by strafing. The Vichy
ground gunners, however, served their weapons weli, and Wilhoite's
"Wildcat" took hits from the intense flak crashing about one mile
from Port Lyautey. | _
| Wilhoite ieceived a silver star, posthumousiy, for displaying
"Conspicuoué gallantry and intrepidity" ‘during the strikes at
.Rabat—Sale and Port Lyéutey. Thevaccompanying citatioh also cited
Wilhdite's "superb airmanship and tenacious devotion to.duty" in
4 pressing home his strafing attacks. Although he wés killed in
action, Wilhoite had played his part in the Significant operations
of VF—Q in neqtralizing Vichy French air power that, if unhindered,

could have severely hampered Operation "Torch."



o]

(DE-397: dp. 1,200; 1. 306'0"; b. 36'7"; dr. 8'7"(mean); s. 21 k.;
cpl. 186; a. 3 3", 2 40 mm., 10 20 mm., 2 dct., 8 dcp., 1 dcp.

(hh.); cl. Edsall)

- Wilhoite (DE—397) was laid down on 4 August 1943 at Houston,
Tex., by the Brown Shipbuilding Co.; launched oh 5 Octobexr 1943;
sponsored by Mrs. Corinne M. Wilhoite, mother of‘the ship's
namesake; and commissioned at Houston on lG_December 1943,

Lﬁ; Eli B. Roth in command.

Aftér_her shakedown out of Gréat Sound, Bermuda, from
9 January to 10 February 1944, Wilhoite underwent.post—shakedown
availkbility at the Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, S. C.,
from 11 to 21 February. ©Ohe then got underway for Gibraltar
with convoy UGS (United States to Gibraltar) 34 on 23 Februaryf
On £twWo ocqasions auring the voyage, the destroyer escort depth—
chérged what were thought to bé submarine contacts, but in
neither case could claim conclﬁsive proof. After turning the

convoy over to British escort vessels once she had passed

through the Straits of Gibraltar, Wilhoite returned to the
United States with convoy GUS (Gibraltar to the United States)

33, making arrival at New York City on 3 April.



The deStroyer escort operated briefly with submarines and
PT-boats, and conducted antiaircraft firing practice in Block
Island Sound after a‘lO¥day availability at the New York
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, N. Y., before she shifted south to the
Tidewater area, picking up convoy UGS-40 in Hampton Roads late
in April. | |

Thevtrans~Atlantic passage proved largely uneventful,

v . transited , .
but as the convoy the Straits of Gibraltar, the British

antiaircraft cruiser HMS Caledon, the destroyer Benson (DD—?&D
and two'minesweepers equipped with special jamming apparatés,
Steadz_‘ (AM-//2 ) and Sustain (AM— ff?}joined them, "
Increased German air activity had prompted concern over the
safety of UGS—40,-a large ‘ and important convoy
oonsisting of some 80 vessels.

At 2106 on 11 May, WIlhoite picked up "bogeys" on her search

radar at a distance of 18 miles northeast of UGS-40. Two minutes

later, the screenlng ships commenced thelr barragecrobservers
, tor cdg - ol "‘j
in Wilhoite saw the attacklng planes,iJunkers (JU) 88's

,«

eaffying—xefﬁeéees, sheer ~away from the~ba£faqe, fly aft

along the transport screen to the northward, and then cut across

A."

the stern of the convoy, 01rc11ng

e B

. WllhOlte——coordlnatlng the defense of eﬁe*sector of the
convoy,iﬁfﬁer—w&cxn&tg——lald several barrages with her three-
inch, 40~millimeter_and 20-millimeter guns as the JU-88"'s

came around teh stern of the convoy.



One JU-88 sihgled out Wilhoite as-he; target and
attacked& at about 2123. Wilhoite accordingly brought
allvguns %o bear and laid doWn such a heavy and accurate
barrage_that the German pilot dropped his torpedQ_at 2,000
yvards paage; the plaﬁe then banked sharply ., apparently
damaged by the flak, and disappeared in the ship's ‘

own smokescreen.

The heavy antiaircraft fire from theé%onvoy's escorts '

and the attacks meee by "friendly" fighters, downed an estimate

G

17 of the enemy torpedo planes. The convoy itself

‘suffered no losses, and #&% reached its destination, Bizerte,

Tuﬂisia, safely. Foi his part %wp directing Wilhoitefs
highly successful sector defense of UGsS-40,
Lieutenant Roth,- the ship's commanding officer,
received a Letter of Commendation.

“Wilhoite rested at Bizerte from 13 to 21 May,

o _ : o
before she got underway %p return to the United States

with convoy GUS-40. At 2105 on 29 May, however, Wilhoite
and Evarts (DE-5) were detached from the screen of GUS-40

to go to the aid of  Task Group (TG) 21.1L.



Northwest of'the Canary Islands, the German U-boat

. ) ":*,;ppec‘lc?/r“{
U-549 had brazenly attacked TG 21.11, {uﬁ%ﬁ&&r%ﬂ;nee

~terpedoes—in Block Island (CVE-21), and ere—iw Barr (DE-576) .

The former sank quickly, but the iatter remained afloat

while Ahrens (DE-575) and Eugene E. Elmore (DE-686)

combinea to sink'giégg . The latter then took the stricken
V §a££ inAtow.

Wilhoite aﬁd Evarts arrived on the.scene at 1715 on
the 30th; soon thereafter, Paine (DE- ) and Ahrens
sailed for Casablanca, Morpcco. The remaining ships
then set course for Casablanca as well av01d1ng the track
of two homeward -bound U-boats reportedly in the area.

ah

On the 31st, tyhe small seaplane tender Humboldt (AVP-.')

arrived,. and assumed command over the little force.

At 0930 on 1 June, Eugene E. Elmore cast off the tow

of'gazg and Wilhoite picked it up; the former then heading

independently for Casablanca. Moving ahead at eight

knots, Wilhoite towed the damaged Barr, despite the latter's

'cracked hull that caused her to vaw and maﬁe tow1n;lng¥:;ult

Ultlmately, good damage control in Barr lessened that

vprbblem, and, as the'convoy neared Casablahéa;~ah;;%hertands
Puteh tug, HMRT Antic, jolned taking the damaged destroyer escort

in tow and relieving WllhOlte of*the*t&sk“ PC~ 480 then relleved

Wllh01te and Evarts of Screenlng dutles as the ships

neared the swept channel at their déstination.
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Ultimately, the planes from Composite Squadron 42, flying
from Bogue, ihflicted enough damage on the submarine—~later
verified to be U-1229--to force the German crew to abandon ship.
While Egggg's airmen watched, U—1220‘s crew went over the siae;
the submarine--scuttling chérges apparently set--exploded and
settled into the Atlahtic. Later, at 1610, the destroyer escorts
arrived on the scene; Wilhoite picked up one body of a German
sailor, who was summarily burried at sea. Janssen picked up
U-1229's survivoré.

Ultimately, Wilhoite received the Presidentiél Unit Citation
along with the other units of TG 22.3 for their submarine-hunting
activities. Wilhoite had beeﬁ a paft of the powerful and sustained
offensive during a period of heavy U-boat activity threatening the
uninterrupted flow of supplies to the European theater that, since
the Allied invasion of France in June of 1944, had assumed great
importance. As the Presidential Unit Citation text concluded:
"The gallantry and superb teamwork of the officers and men who
fought the embarked pianes and who‘manned.ggggg and her escort
Vesselsiwere largely instrumental in forcing the complete
withdrawal of enemy sﬁbmarines from supply routes essential to

the maintenance of our established military supremacy."



But for ships like Wilhoite, however, there was little time
to rest on her laurels. Germany was not beaten yet; there would

still be more U-boats to fight.

Proceeding to Argentia after TG 22.3's kill of U-1229, Wilhoite
“and her consorts again went'after enemy submarines reported in

that area. Attacks made‘over a three-day period,; 8, 9, and 10
September were all unsucceséful; Wilhoite then patrolled off the
Grand Banks before she sailed for the New York Navy Yard at the

-énd of Septémber for voyage repairs.

Upon completion of her yard period on 7 October, Wilhoite
trained off Montauk Point, Long Island, in ASW tactics before she
got underway for Norfolk on 14 October with the remainder of
CortDiv 51. Joining Bogue at Norfolk and becoming TG 33.3, the
ships headed south to Befmuda, arriving there on 23 October.
Wilhoite and her consorts subsequently trained in ASW tactics out
of Great Sound, Bermuda, into November .

| Whilhoite returned to New York with TG 33.3 before the unit
~put to sea for a "barrier patrol" between Brown's Bank and the
Nova Scotia entrance to the Gulf of Maine in early December..
Detachéd from Bogue's screeh at 1235 on 7 Décembér, Wilhoite
assisted Cockrill (DE—398) in developing a sonar contact until
11 December, when.the'patrol was stopped; Wilhoite put into Norfolk

at the end of that time.



Wilhoite rejoined Bogue's screen and departed Norfolk

£

£n the‘day after Christmas of &#%# 1944, bound for Bermuda.
The destroyeriescort patrolled with TG 22.3 out of Port Royal
Bay before sheAreturned to MBEEEK New York for repairs on
l6»January 1945. Wilhoite resumed operations with that
'illustrious ai;craft carrier on 20 January, planeguarding.
for her as she conducted carrier BMEINéX qualifications (carﬁiﬁg
qualé) bff Quénset Poént, R. I. |

Detached from that duty on the 2lst, Wilhoite sailed
for Casco Bay, Maine, where she exercised in ASW and gunnery -
for a ®&X week. She again screened andAplaneguarded Ff?r
Bogue, off Quonset Point intq early February, while t;;
carrier once more ran &¥ carquals for her embarked
air group. The destroyer escort then spent a period of
availability at the New York Navy Yafd from 8 to 19 February%ﬁ
before she engaged in training oéerations into late March,
but of Casco Bay and Pértsmoﬁth, N. H.

Wilhoite departed Cascq Bay on 28 March, and rendezvoused
with TG 22.14--the unit asg%gned the task of hunting a
south—bdund U-boat placed by intelligence information at
46-45N,41-30W--on the following day, %& 29 March.
At 1139 on 31 March, Janssen-—HXHKEXHREXE® part of Task Unif

(TU) 22.3.1?—picked up a sound contact; Wilhoite

.

L /
apparg?ﬁtly pickedit up soon thereafter and attacked at 1146,
L ' :

her "hedgehog" hurling a pattern of projectiles six minutes

later. She felt two deep explosions soon thereafter, but could

£
gy

a%sertain no evidence of having scored any hits.



EEX
patrols  between 1 and 6 April,/ﬁiﬁﬁ%@ﬁéﬁfWilhoite trained

& -
in ASW tactics with Mackerel (SS-204) and units of Bogue's

;.:4 32
TG 22.3 out of New London before she §§§§~resumed§§ active
. /’

U-boat hunting activities. At 2327 on 19 April, W%lhbite

went to general quarters to investigate a radar contact, and

at'2343 illuminated the area with starshellﬁét 400 yards range.

The’object of the attention turned out to be a large,
dﬁ%fting icebergg
while ‘ ,

Meanwhileyfthe war on the European continent had been

nearing a climax, the Battle of the Atlantic continued.

Wilhoite, éfter her near attaqglon the iceberg on the

19th of April, soon resumed E#X "barrier patriols" with

Bogue's TG 22.3 in ensuing days. She was engaged in

' Screening the carrier &ﬁ'wheqékBogue's lanes spohted

a U-boat running on the surface at 1300 on 23 April.

Bogue's¥ aircraft attacked, but the U-boat "pulled the

plug" and went deep, in time to eScape.

The next'daygggtéﬁé_torpedoed and sank Frederick C.
: Davis (DE-136)--the last #:%g;hcombatant ship loss in the
Baftle'cf the Atlantic. The U~boat had little time to
savor the victory, however, for the entire scouting

line of XB&E% destroyer escorts to which Frederick C. Davis

had been attached moved swiftly to the scene, rescuing their
sistership's survivors and immediately commencing ASW
operations. & Ultimately, ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%’U—546 was brought

to the surface, damaged, and sunk by gunfire from the

EMKR unsuccessful "barrier

destroyer escorts, quickly avenging BREXIEHEXEN® Frederick C.

Davis' loss.

PEET
=



Over the next few.days, Wilhoite conducted more "barrier
patrols" as part of the unit carrying out sweeps in scouting line
formatioh,»the ships formed around two escort carriers, Bogue and

Card (CVE~13); the former patrolling to the south, the latter to

the north.

At 2000 on 7 May, Wilhoite proceeded with Haverfield (DE~398)
and Flaherty (DE-135) to the scene of a "disappearing radar contact
that had been made by Otter (DE-210). At 2125, Wilhoite reached
the point of contact ana commenced a search in company with

Haverfield, Flaherty, Otter, Swenning, and Varian (DE-798). At

2202, however, fﬁe search was cancelled abruptly, the ships
returning to their previous scouting ‘line. stations, because while
the ships had been engaged in their search, the situation in
westerﬁ Europe had changed drastically. Worn down by pfessure
from the western Allies on the one hand and the ceaseless heavy
pressure by the Russians on the other; Germany surrendered at
Reims, France, on 7 May. World War II, as far as the European
theater was concerned, was over,

.Neverthelesé; Wilhoite remained at sea on "barrier patrol”
until 9 May; when she headed for New York City. The destroyer
escort fepaired there from 11 to 19 May before she shifted south
for more major repairs and alterations at the Charleston Naval
Shipyvard, Charleston,.S.C;, in preparation for the ship's upcoming
deployment to the Pacific--still very much an active theater of

war in the spring of 1945.



Wilhoité trained at Guantanamo Bay after her refit
at Chaﬁééston, and then headed for the Pacific, transiting
the Panama Canal on l6‘Julyf Arriving at San Diego, Calif.,
on the 24th, Wilhoite saiied for Hawaii ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg&ﬁgﬁwith
CortDiv 59;—Edsall‘(DE—129), Stewart (DE-238), and Moore

R
e R

(DE-240) ~—4%o arriv?fon 5 August. In ensuing days,

4

Wilhoite and her consorts ¥% trained in the Hawaéian Operating
Area. |

Wilhoite had arrivéd too late to participate in
active operations, however, because the war in the Pacific
ended while she was training in the H§%%iian Islands.
On 14 August 1945 (west of the international date 1line),
the Japanese accepted the unconditional‘giﬁﬁi surrender

tersmwétipulated by the Allies in the REEX Potsdam Declaration.
f‘ ‘.'

Wilhoite consequently depaqééd Pearl Harbor on 20 August

: &
bourd for Saipan, in the Mariaqgs. After her arrival

&
-

there, she escorted ##¥ HSAT Sea Sturgeon to GNEETRTIT™
_ A R
Okinawa in company with the RESHEREEE™NX minesweeper
: ' that
Ptarmigan (AM-376). While engaged inAlocal,escort duty. "™

. : ~/
Wilhoite was forced to reverse course off Okinawa du*upg
a typhoon; the ship did n ot enterg Buckner Bay, but proceeded

instead back to Saipan.



Meanwhile, the surrender of Japanese'garrisons

PR T

W . N
bheaan proceeding apace. In late September, Wilhpite sailed
. R Cr-~ . 3
for Marcus Island, relieving §ilmore (DE-18) there as
poo o .

station ship on 27 September. Anchoring off the south
. e -
shore of the igland, Wilhoite's assigned duty was operatingf,
((‘ e -
in support of the amall American occupying force in case

of a@éy trouble with the garrison of some 2,400 Japanese

troops still on the island. Ultimately} by 8 October,

the latteﬁg\was on board the transport Daikai Maru and

on their way back to Japan. Wilhoite, herself, later departed

Marcus on lZ‘Octobér, in company with LCI?33§Jfor Saipan.
Wilhgite subsequently operated on local escort

misgidns to Pagan Island, Agrihan Island, and de Jima

before she supported the American occupation of Japan;

HKHWXH@I—IKXEHKEM!&KHEHXHXﬁEHKﬁXHXﬁXﬁXHéHWEKHXHXHXXEH

until 6 January 1946. Wilhoite, her task completed

o e . —_—

Qggéngéuﬁéequently sailed &8s for the United States

via Saipan, Bﬁﬁﬁﬂ&-and Pearl Harbor. Touching then

at San Diego,éhe X##H proceeded on to New York, gia

the Panama Canal. After a complete overhaul at the

New York Naval Shipyard (the old New York Navy Yard),

’H.
AL

Wilhoite H#EX shifted softh to BibspRE- Ereen Cove
Springs, Fla., where she was decommissioned on
19 June 1946 and placed in the Atlantic NeM#ME Reserve Fleet.

¥PEXR sojourn in

reserve qu to last through the Korean War of 1950-1953.
Teken out Qf resexve and reactived B in 1954, Wilhoite
underwent an extensive conversion to a radar picket ship,

_— e n A e :
receiving sophisticated radar esorpemtyrss ©F 0o



\&

e

‘on 2 September 1954
Reclassified to DER-397,f/Wilhoite was recommissioned
at the mwwwést Charleston Naval Shipyard
on 29 January 195%f?Lt. Comdr. Lambert V. Forde in command,

but remalned in dockyard hands at Charleston for final
‘ '{)(’f’m'

1nsﬁallatlon of equipment and, .tests until 22 Marcg

She then proceeded, via Norfolk, Va., to Guantanamo Bay,

Cuba, for a rigorbus ten-week shakedown After —<he.

swthe Pacific Pdeedys

on X 20 July;'She‘officially became part of the
| o,
Pacific Eﬁﬁﬁ& Fleet's Cruiser-Destroyer Force onA24 Ju&zz)

Upon her arrival at her new homeport, Seattle, Wash.,
on 12 August, Widgs Wilhoite became a unit of CortRon 5,
and soon E«ommenced what would become a regular routine
of duty BEHYXHHEWEEEEBH as a coastal radar picket ship
under thevoverall direction of Commander, Western Continehtal
Air Defense Command. In the next three years and seven months,
Wilhoite ‘conducted a total of 30 picket tours before
she sailed for MNsEX Hawaii and her new homeport of Pearl

Harbor on 4 March 1959.

For the next four W vears, Wilhoite'operated FX out

I

of Pear] -stRmss Harbor on barrier patrols and special operatlons,

- i‘wnr\

semetifies Ghe~e§eraéed as far north as Adak, Alaska, where

on one occasion, in December of l96§ a heavy storm with 50-knot
winds buffeted the ship agalnstﬁg pier, causing some damage.

S50 1n 1961 Wilhoite took part in Operation "Deep Freeze '61",

]

crossihg the Arcticlgircle on 8 February. During that cruise, she

SV ea —
Arsited ports in New Zealand a8d Australia before‘shegﬁeturned to

-1



. . . # . o
Besides "spec1al'operatlons" on barrier patrols ?yfom

f (ras
Pearl Harbor, Withoite carried out search and rescugﬁmissions,
ﬁ/;—__— )

ready for anyvéventuality while on station. While on her
~Xq b;"f';/r\iy\ =

third SAR patrol in 1963, the ship HHEFHEEHENEXE sighted

a Japanese fishing vessel, Eﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁ?Kayo-Maru + approaching.
¢ bresrotly

Wilhoite took aboard &##® Eichi Nakata, a man who &8 had been
Sodolte 2

bitten by a shark, and took him to Midway where he received
medical treatment. 'Wilhoitegultimately returned to Pearl Harbor
, S0 b

after that mission of mercy on 22 October 1963.

R R EEERGRHEE By the mid-1960's, however,
were

further changeiﬂin store for the veteran warship; the growing
pace of incursions by North Vietnamese-backed Viet Cong
communist guerillas against South Viet Nam had.resulted in
the Uhited States supporting the latter in an escalating
fashion. Wilhoite accordingly deployed to the westerp Pﬁcific
(WestPac)_in the spring of 1965, beginning a cycle ogiig;rs
that lasted into the late 1960's.

Willhoite conducted intermittant WestPac deployments,

with corresponding Market Time patrols off the coast of Viet Nam,

into January of 1969. Hers was unsung duty: long hours of

ceaseless patrol, gflding the fledgling South Vietnamese Navy

in detecting and preventing supplies, weapons qﬁd other materials

from being infilqégied into XH&XE& South Viet Nam by the
Viet Cgig and the North Viétnameée. Often assisted by only
two small boats, a Coést Guard patrol boat and aircraft,
aFEE" Wilhoite upoﬁ occasion had the responsibility for patrol

oeqr 2,750 squarek miles of ocean--an ample assignment for

a ship with the'ﬁiééee and rangé of'ﬁ radar picket destroyer escort.
AT ; '



kD

2

& _ Occasionally, there %Ere periods of excitement to

enliven an otherwise tedious duty. On 19 June

1969, Wilhoite relieved Kretschmer (DER-32%) on Market

Time statlon, and assumed the duties of "mother ship" to
two Navy "Swift" (PCF) boats p prov1§ing berthing accomodatpons
foe extra crew members and supplygng them with food, fuel,
and fresh water.

Atapprox1mately 2000 on 11 July, a Market Time patrol
aircraft deteq@ed a.iﬁ?steel -hulled trawler running G&&
darkened some 55 miles from the coast of South Viet Nam,
cn a wegteriy headihg. Wilhoite, notéfied by radio

—Hreng
of the trawler's course, set ¥ -eewsse to close and

identify the ship, AREZHBREE commencing covert surveillance
as soon as she picked up radar contact. The next morning,

12 July, wilhoite closed for HsmeEs: identification purposes
./(/\ L{x .
but Oopened the range.
had
By that point, the trawle;/changed course, heading
,L,' .
~

. away fromﬁFoast ﬂiﬁi@ﬁﬁ WllhOlte accdrdlngly maintained

surev1llance for three mroe days. Enterlng the "Market Time

A area, the trawler drew more pursuers--Gallup (PGM-85),

USCGC Point Orient (WPB- 82319) and PCF~79--311 under the

command of Comdr C. R. Stephan, embarked in Wllh01te*‘£ﬁﬁaﬁﬁgx,
3’" \!Ju J‘ ’

on }6 July, ﬁ‘lntercegsd the unidentified trawler five miles

=

irom the beach. Ignoring calls to surrender;broadcast by a

psychological warfare unit embarked in Point Orient%;the

T trawler was soon taken under fire, running aground
. , r
in flames on a sandbar at the mouth of the Riveﬁ De Sa Ky,

in Quang Ngai province.



Throughcat the night, Wilhoite'and the‘ﬁbther
ships intermitt;htly fired into the beached trawler;
the follo%éng morning, a boarding party went aboard to
inspect the damage and the trawler's cargo. The holds
were found jammed with guns, ammunition, and explosives--
the laigest arms M68% cache captured Gtk duriné the
Viet Nam war. Ultlmately rellevd of her Ma;§2t Time
patrol dutlg on 26 July, E&lh01te sailed for Hong Kong
and a period of recreation.

Alternating the tours of duty on Market Time stations
with periods in-port at Hong Kong, Sasebo, and Yokosuka,
Wilhditef_periodically returned to such ports as Pearl Harbor
and Subic an,

~wigdmesRed Not all of the ship's highlighﬁﬁ of Market
Time operations were‘combat-oriented one%?& On 6 September

<HESEERR] 1968, for example, Wilhoite was called upon to perform
,a»searcn-&n&—eeseae~+8ﬁ§+ mission, while she was rlqlng out

the tail- end of Typhoon NueEEs "Beese." Assigned to locate
a lost Vlegpamese B Navy &ﬁ PGM, WllhOlte centered her search

on a point some 30 miles from the port of Da Nang. ALthough
radar picket

she never sighted the PGM, ( however, theﬁFeeroyer escort
)
& =g
malntamend contact via v01ce radlo, ultlﬁately, the PGM was

able to reorlent herself and contlnue on her voyage.
Later, while returnlng to her patrol station, Wilhoite
é;mﬁﬁ ¢ et and lost
across an Army é@ﬁ LCU-1481 that had been adrlfeﬁfor
some 48 hours. Typhoon "Bess" had proved a nuisance to
the ¥ LCU, for it had caused damage that had rendered the
craft powerless. Wilhoite stood by while another LCU was

diSpatcé%d from Da Nang to take the stricken LCU-1481 in tow



o : S
N . ey A
Later that autumn, Wilheite receleyd a tenderxr

availability alongside #2 the veteran destroyer tender

Dixie. (AD—14) at Subic Bay, from 25 to 28 September.

<z
sortied for Market Time once more, relieving the -

' On that d?y the 5@ﬁ£§ radar plcket destroyer escort

north of An ThOl.; There, ﬂﬁ W11h01te shelled a heav1ly

‘“4f““enemyfjﬂnksfth§t“hadrattémpféa:tgmlnflltrate war %f?terwemuf;a”wr;

from the north. - LT T e

, PRI o .
Wilhoite depart d Vletnamese waters on 15 January

1969;ﬂ55una‘fbr“ﬁawa11. ‘She“stopped,for“fueI"at .

'Suhic”Bay”and'Aﬁra”ﬁarhor, Guam, before she contlnued i

on, arriving at._

'd f tender

(AD 29), froml7 February to 3 March WllhOlte underwent lil-v‘fv~:
- ,,rrr_mrrr_rrz S e e e
a restrlcted avallablllty at the Pearl “Harbor Naval T

at th~e-end i, AR LT

QM;ShipygrdfbeforemshewcendHCtéd

"“éf"mé§'7 § Ultlmately,“on 2 June, the radar plcket

| destroyer escort departed the Hawallanwmm~d

the west coast, she arrlved at Bremerton, Wash., on 9
oo Exy
June. There, on 2 July, Wilhoite was decommrgioned.
Simultaneously struck from the Navy list, Wilhéﬁte
. O a—

was sold on l9bJuly 1972 to General Metals Corp., Tacoma,

Wash., and scrapped Subsequently;

Wilhoite recelvedk‘the Pre51dent1al Unlt.ﬁ?cutatlon,

a Vavy Unit Commendatlon, one battle star for World War II



